
A HISTORY OF LANCASHIRE

BY J. J. BAGLEY, M.A.

THE student of Lancashire history is among the most 
favoured of those who wish to delve into their county's 

past. General histories, such as that of Baines and the Victoria 
History, books galore on specific places and the scores of 
publications of at least five county societies, provide an 
embarrassment of riches, to say nothing of the vast amount 
of manuscript material now readily available. From time to 
time attempts have been made to boil down the mass of printed 
material into a form which will be easily assimilable by someone 
who wishes to read while running but for one reason or 
another none of these attempts has attained any degree of 
success. It is our own Joint Editor, Mr. J. J. Bagley, who 
has succeeded where others have failed, succeeded so well 
that a second edition of his History of Lancashire, first published 
in 1956, has now appeared. (1)

The preface tells us that "the purpose of this book is to set 
the history of Lancashire into the background of British 
history", and that is just what it does, ranging from Roman 
Lancashire to the motorways and airfields of today, by way of 
(inter alia} the Domesday Survey, monasticism, forest and 
mossland, education, Catholic and Puritan, the Civil War, 
the Jacobites, industries and communications. Almost every 
chapter is illustrated by a two-colour map of unusual clarity 
and supplemented by a select bibliography. The maps have been 
specially drawn, except for that in the chapter on Roman 
Catholicism, where the happy choice of Lord Burghley's map 
of 1590 has been made; and the eight plates contain twenty 
well-selected illustrations. On the communications map one 
could wish that the end-date chosen for turnpike roads had not 
been as early as 1760, as a number of important ones such as 
Bolton to Leigh and Bolton to Heath Charnock (1762), Kendal 
to Kirkby Ireleth (1763), Liverpool to Preston (1771) and 
Bolton to Blackburn (1797) could have been included without 
undue crowding.

Despite the need for compression imposed on the author by 
the plan of the book (which is one of a series on which the 
publishers are to be congratulated) the chapters are eminently
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readable and succeed in conjuring up a succession of vivid 
pictures of the development of Lancashire from a comparatively 
poverty-stricken backwater to its present pre-eminence; though 
it may be that insufficient indication has been given of the fact 
that it has long been among the foremost agricultural counties. 

A somewhat surprising aspect of this book is, that whether a 
reader knows nothing or a great deal about the history of 
Lancashire, he will both benefit from and enjoy the result of 
Mr. Bagley's labours. With the growing use of local history as 
a foundation in the teaching of national history this book will 
be invaluable to both teacher and taught.
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