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N. J. Higham, The origins of Cheshire. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 
1993. xvi + 241 pp. 20 plates, 37 figs. £40 hardback, £12.99 paperback. 
ISBN 07190 3159 1.

To write an overview of the development of Cheshire from prehistory to 
Domesday is an immensely difficult task in view of the thinness of the evidence, 
yet Dr Higham has succeeded in telling a coherent and convincing story.

The period 400 1000 presents many problems in counties where there is 
an abundance of Anglo-Saxon cemeteries, pre-Conquest charters, and other 
sources of information. But Cheshire does not even have a great quantity of 
Romano-British material: of course there is Chester itself, a few small towns 
and industrial sites, and a single enigmatic villa, but there is little sign of the 
network of rural settlement known further east and south. Higham is surely 
right to argue that the major Roman centre of Chester must have depended 
on the agricultural resources of a considerable hinterland, so much of the 
future county must be presumed to have contained a population of 
agricultural producers. In the post-Roman period the county lacks both the 
inscribed stones found to the west and the burials with Germanic grave goods 
which are relatively abundant in neighbouring Derbyshire. And yet the 
seventh-century assessment of 7,000 hides ascribed in the Tribal Hidage to 
the Wrocenstete, to which the territory of the future Cheshire must have 
belonged, implies the existence of both resources and population. The place- 
names, overwhelmingly of Anglo-Saxon origin, suggest that that population 
was speaking a Germanic language by the tenth century and probably well 
before. Dr Higham is sceptical of some fashionable explanations for these 
puzzling phenomena, such as the notion that people of German origin did 
invade the area but were swiftly converted to Christianity by the clergy of a 
still-functioning British church and therefore abandoned the practice of pagan 
burial with grave goods which would have left archaeological evidence of their 
presence. Rather he argues that the political unit of the Cornovii, originating 
in the Iron Age and romanized into a civitas under the Empire, survived into 
the fifth and sixth centuries as the IVrocenstste, focused on the still-inhabited city 
of Wroxeter, not the hill fort on the Wrekin. The Anglo-Saxon rulers did not 
send waves of migrants into the area but instead made it a client kingdom. 
Though still under their native rulers, the people of Cheshire were exposed to 
the cultural influence of the Mercians, and so changed their language to
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English. The explanation leaves many difficulties, but it is plausibly 
expounded here.

The shire was formed in the 920s when Chester had become a frontier 
post in the reconquest of the midlands and north from Scandinavian rule. An 
initial optimistic attempt to assess Chester's administrative territory at 1,200 
hides was replaced by the more realistic figure recorded in 1086: 512 hides. 
Domesday shows a pattern of landholding in the shire in which lay 
landholders predominated, though there were some important church and 
royal estates with origins which may well go back into the pre-Conquest 
period. True to its previous history, Cheshire is shown in 1086 to have been 
thinly populated and divided into small and poor manors.

A continuing theme of the whole book is the poverty and under- 
development of the county. From its lack of an abundant rural Romano- 
British material culture, it is no surprise that a Cheshire site of the early 
middle ages, excavated by Dr Higham at Tatton, produced evidence of a large 
timber building but little in the way of datable artefacts. Domesday continues 
to reflect that material poverty. And yet the county had a long history of 
trading through Meols and later Chester, and by Domesday the county town 
reflected in its size the busy trade across the Irish Sea. Nor was it lacking in 
mineral resources, such as the long established salt works. One might expect 
that farming with a strong pastoral orientation, which must have been an 
enduring feature of Cheshire's rural economy, would have necessarily brought 
its inhabitants into contact with the market as they needed oudets for surplus 
stock, hides, and dairy products.

A substantial part of this book is taken up with a detailed reconstruction 
of the early land units of the county, which will ensure that the modern 
inhabitants will gain pleasure from finding out more about the early history 
of their particular locality. Here are displayed the ingenious techniques of 
landscape historians, by which late medieval evidence for parishes and 
chapelries, together with such clues as place-names, are deployed to link 
later parishes together so that the original large minster parishes can be 
observed. This is a difficult task when there is a great deal of early evidence 
available, such as pre-Conquest charters. One is left with doubts which 
apply not just to Dr Higham's work but to many exercises in this field, 
namely the significance of these parochiae, land units, territories, or 
whatever other name they are given. Were the areas attached to a minster 
church identical with the land units or multiple estates of the secular world 
of lordship? And should these areas of land be seen as involved in 
agricultural production (as the multiple estate theory supposes) or more as 
some form of local government? In this respect Cheshire's early medieval 
history is no darker than that of other parts of the country, and more work 
is needed on estates with abundant twelfth-century documents, where we 
are most likely to pick up clues about the earlier functioning of these 
organizations. There are also important problems posed by the chronology 
of these land units: were they really the original parcels of land from which 
hundreds were created, or were they subject to changes and subdivision 
throughout the period? Behind the industrious reconstruction of these early 
boundaries lies the notion that original, primitive territorial organization 
can be discovered, dating back to pre-medieval times, but as estates
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changed so much in later centuries, why should they have been stable in 
their earlier phases?

University of Birmingham Christopher Dyer

David Shotter, Romans and Britons in north-west England. Lancaster: Centre for 
North-West Regional Studies, University of Lancaster, 1993. xi + 115 pp. 73 
plates, 7 figs. £5.95. ISBN 0 901800 19 8.

The Centre for North-West Regional Studies at Lancaster University has a 
well deserved reputation for its series of popular books covering topics related 
to the area. The latest comes from the fluent pen of David Shotter in this 
study of Romans and Britons in the north-west.

An inscription from the opposite corner of the Roman empire in the 
Hisma of the Saudi-Jordanian border records the boast of a local military 
commander to the sheikh of the area that 'the Romans always win'. Such a 
simplistic approach to the question of conquest and cultural assimilation has 
long had its day in studies of Roman Britain and accordingly much of the 
emphasis of this new study concentrates on acculturation between military 
and civilian in the North-West. Following the geographical introduction is a 
brief and (necessarily with so little information) tantalizing glance at the late 
Iron Age in the pre-conquest context. Shotter next reviews the evidence for 
the conquest proper using his knowledge of coin finds to highlight areas where 
pre-Flavian presence might eventually be confirmed, and assumes the 
possibility of seaborne transportation of bodies of troops to places like Walton- 
le-Dale. Against a background of the break-up of the pro-Roman element of 
the Brigantian tribe, he incorporates the evidence for the primary military 
period where the dendrochronological samples from Carlisle suggest a 
foundation date in the early years of the 70s.

The 'dark age' on which the Vindolanda tablets and air photographic 
discoveries are now throwing light, before the establishment of Hadrian's Wall 
as a continuous linear frontier, are treated in a short separate chapter before 
moving on to a fuller consideration of the Wall proper. In this he offers an up- 
to-date view of the latest discoveries with a western bias. Dealing next with 
social organization, notably the creation of the civitas of the Carvetii, he 
incorporates the evidence for religious syncretism and moves on to consider 
the growing information for rural sites, the location of which has done much 
to advance our knowledge, particularly in the Lake District. Later years of 
Roman Britain are discussed in relation to the historical and numismatic 
background, incorporating some of the new information from the Central 
Excavation Unit's excavation of the late levels from Birdoswald, where a sub- 
Roman timber hall was found to have been established within the remains of 
the north granary. It is clear from the discussion that much work needs to be 
carried out to show that the long-house tradition made familiar from Gauber 
High Pasture, Ribblehead, was more widespread than realized and that other 
examples await examination, notably in the Tebay and Orton area.

The book is copiously illustrated but, unfortunately, production has not 
been well served by the quality of the plates. The plans, in general, are not of
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individual sites but largely take the form of distribution maps that are useful 
notably on the numismatic side. Altogether, this is an accessible and readable 
account for the general public at an affordable price.

University of Manchester G. D. B.Jones

John Addy, Death, money and the vultures: inheritance and avarice 1660-1750. 
London: Routledge, 1992. xi + 240 pp. £30. ISBN 0415 05031 6.

Cases of drunkenness, brawling, and fornication from the ecclesiastical courts 
are perennially popular with historians but cases relating to contested wills 
and other probate litigation from the same courts have never been explored in 
print. The records are extremely difficult to use. Like the more titillating cases, 
many of the records are in frail condition and fragmentary to start with, 
making it difficult to establish the parties to a suit or the issues involved. While 
disputes in the 'bawdy court' are relatively straightforward, testamentary 
litigation is more complex because it refers to the particular terms of legal 
documents (deeds, wills, contracts, etc.) which are usually not themselves 
extant.

John Addy has looked at 450 testamentary disputes from Cheshire, 
Lancashire, Yorkshire, and the diocese of Gloucester to produce this volume, 
the successor to his Sin and society in the seventeenth century (London, 1989), which 
dealt with the 'bawdy courts'. Part I offers some background on disease, 
death, and probate procedure, but there is no explanation of how a 
testamentary case might proceed or of the types of sentences handed down by 
the courts. Part II presents the litigation, in chapters on 'Fraudulent 
executors', 'False inventories', 'Debts and debtors', 'Legacies and bequests', 
'The child's portion', 'Tutors and guardians', 'Non compos mentis', and 
'Nuncupative wills'. The accounts of cases range from confusing to wholly 
incomprehensible. Testimony is presented apparently in the order in which it 
fell from the record office file, the litigants and witnesses not identified by their 
relation to each other. The reader has laboriously to reconstruct who are 
sisters and brothers, husbands and wives, and what they are fighting about, in 
every case. Where the dispute was over a will, the terms of the will are never 
clear, nor are we told if Addy tried to discover relevant wills filed in another 
part of the record office. The sentence in such a case may not survive, but no 
statement is made that it does not survive or that the case was dropped. 
Where Addy records a sentence (such as 'condemned in costs', 
excommunication, or surrender of goods), it is not at all clear on what basis 
the decision was made.

As the study of wills has been extensive in the last twenty years, many 
interesting questions might have been answered by an analysis of probate 
litigation. For example, Addy says that nuncupative wills those made only 
orally were Very common' (p. 119). Were such wills particularly open to 
challenge? That is, was their proportion among probate Etigation greater than 
their proportion among wills probated?

From the testimony presented here, it appears that witnesses to a will might 
be completely unaware of its contents. Did such cases end up in court for
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precisely that reason? A simple estimate of the proportion of probates which 
came to litigation would also have been useful.

We know that most executors and administrators were widows. So it is 
striking how few widows appear as defendants in these cases. When they did 
(e.g. p. 90, challenged by a son who was cut out of his father's will), the court 
consistently found in the widow's favour in the examples presented here. 
Several widows appear as plaintiffs when they were not named executor by 
their husbands (e.g. pp. 93, 119-120), and the court again found in their 
favour. Addy's only comment on widows 'As so frequently happened, 
widows did not remain in that state for long, unless they were elderly or had 
little attraction, but remarried' (p. 83) does not begin to address the issues 
presented by his material.

Another interesting area which could have been examined is the difference 
between the northern province (Cheshire, Lancashire, and Yorkshire) and the 
southern province (diocese of Gloucester) on the disputed question of a dead 
man's children's and wife's legal entitlement to his property. But the chapter 
on 'The child's portion' is about legacies to children in general, not about 
legal entitlement to filial portions.

For those interested in litigation from a particular locality, the parish in 
which a case originated is identified, but the reader must refer to the endnotes 
for the county. Dates are frequently omitted altogether. The index will help 
readers wishing to locate a parish (not a county) or a person. The subject 
index, however, contains exactly six entries, relating only to Part I.

The publisher is wholly to blame for the fact that the book appears to have 
been printed entirely without benefit of copy editor. Typographical errors, 
bizarre paragraphing, repetition, and lack of punctuation are irritating; 
changing the names of litigants in the middle of relating a case (e.g. p. 71) is 
intolerable. We still await a study of testamentary litigation.

University of Salford Amy Louise Erickson

Riches into art: Liverpool collectors, 1770-1880. Essays in honour of Margaret T. Gibson, 
ed. Pat Starkey. Liverpool Historical Essays No. 8. Liverpool: Liverpool 
University Press, 1993. 66 pp. £6. ISBN 0 85323 318 7.

This short book brings together papers which consider the contributions of four 
men who became leading art collectors on Merseyside in the nineteenth century, 
William Roscoe, Joseph Mayer, John Naylor, and John Miller. Their origins, 
social status, and resources varied considerably. Roscoe received little formal 
education and began his working career as an apprentice to a market gardener; 
John Naylor was educated at Eton and inherited a comfortable fortune.

The preface by the book's editor sets the scene for the individual studies 
which follow, drawing attention to the efflorescence of provincial culture 
which occurred before London's metropolitan primacy became so well 
established. She cites for Liverpool the Royal Institution of 1817, the 
Liverpool Museum and the Liverpool City Library of 1851, the Walker Art 
Gallery of 1877, and the University College founded in 1882. Similar 
developments could be found in other regional centres in those years.
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One of the most interesting features of the collectors studied here is the 
breadth of their interests and connections. An old shibboleth of art history 
attributed changes in artistic taste in the nineteenth century to the arrival on 
the scene of new types of collectors, deriving their wealth from industry and 
commerce and with backgrounds very different from the aristocratic patrons 
who dominated the field in earlier periods. It is increasingly clear that this is 
much too simple. William Roscoe, despite his humble origins and business 
failure, acquired an international reputation as an artistic expert, which 
brought him into contact with many more eminent men. Similarly, his 
botanical interests brought him the friendship of men of the stamp of Lord 
Stanley. Cultural developments such as the enhanced interest in the artists of 
the Renaissance and subsequently the patronage of the Pre-Raphaelites 
brought together a wide range of students who included eminent members of 
the aristocracy as well as merchants and industrialists. There were many links 
of friendship and mutual exchanges between those involved, rather than the 
replacement of one source of patronage by another.

The study of Joseph Mayer concentrates on his work on the history of 
pottery, very much a pioneering contribution. It includes a discussion of the 
role of the 1851 Great Exhibition and its successors in stimulating studies of 
contemporary and older ceramic art, and the motives which led men like 
Mayer to pursue their researches in order to raise the standard of modern 
artistic productions.

The final essay, dealing with Naylor and Miller, includes interesting 
reflections on the developing market in art, with dealers coming to play a 
much more prominent role and displacing to some extent the traditional 
simple link between artist and patron. Naylor became an astute operator in 
this market. For example, he bought a Gainsborough for £472 from a 
Liverpool dealer and sold it to Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild for £5,250. 
This paper also provides further evidence for the wide variety of people who 
became involved in collecting, from Queen Victoria to relatively humble 
purchasers whose horizons might be confined to the products of local artists.

Altogether this book offers the fruits of a great deal of hard work and 
proffers much of interest not only to those concerned with Liverpool history 
but also to wider Victorian studies.

University of Newcastle upon Tyne Norman McCord

Resources for women's history in Greater Manchester. Manchester: Manchester 
Women's History Group, 1993. 178 pp. ISBN 0 9507120 1 9.

This is an extremely useful resource for those researching almost any aspect of 
women's history in Greater Manchester. The book lists over forty institutions, 
libraries, museums, archives, record offices, and art galleries with relevant 
sources, in Wigan, Bolton, Bury, Rochdale, Oldham, Tameside, Stockport, 
Manchester, Salford, and Trafford. It gives, as might be expected, essential 
information for each about location, access, opening times, telephone 
numbers, and contact names. It also includes very valuable information, often 
in considerable detail, about the sources which are available. Reading these
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descriptions opens up endless vistas of interest. So many caught my eye and 
made me wish for more time for browsing through archives. The following 
were among the many which intrigued me: the register of deliveries of 
midwife Dora Black in 1913-14 in Cheetham (in thejewish Museum); the file 
on ethnic minorities (in Rochdale Library); the late eighteenth-century 
cookery/housekeeping books of Elizabeth Raffald (in Sale Library); the 
Egyptology material (in the Manchester Museum). The last entry is a 
reminder that the available sources do not cover women only in Greater 
Manchester!

For the non-browser and more serious researcher the index makes it 
possible to follow themes through different institutions; there are, for example, 
many entries under employment and various headings which cover women's 
political involvement with Fascism, Communism, the Labour, Liberal, and 
Conservative parties, and the Suffrage movement.

This is a valuable book to which all historians should have access. Since I 
received it for review, a postgraduate student borrowed it and immediately 
ordered a copy. She said, with enthusiasm, that it would be an invaluable aid 
for her research programme. To some extent it covers the same ground as 
another recent excellent publication, T. VVyke and N. Rudyard, The Directory of 
Local Studies in North West England (1993). Both are essential resources for the 
regional and local historian and are in fact complementary. The Directory 
covers a much wider geographical area than Resources for Women's History, while 
the latter covers Greater Manchester in more depth.

The Manchester Women's History Bibliography Project are to be 
commended for the thoroughness with which they undertook their huge task. 
The results of their efforts will be of considerable benefit to all researchers in 
women's history in Greater Manchester.

University of Lancaster Elizabeth Roberts

Lancashire local studies in honour of Diana Winterbotham, ed. Alan G. Crosby. 
Preston: Carnegie Publishing Ltd in conjunction with the Lancashire Local 
History Federation, 1993. vi + 147 pp. £14.95. ISBN 0 948789 94 8.

Lancashire local studies is a collection of essays published to mark the retirement 
of Diana Winterbotham in 1993 from the post of Lancashire Local Studies 
Librarian, where since 1971 she created from scratch the splendid local 
studies library at Preston. The book consists of a biographical note and seven 
short contributions on aspects of Lancashire history. It is a well deserved 
tribute by Miss Winterbotham's colleagues and friends. The essays cohere 
only in reflecting her varied interests and being about Lancashire, but they are 
well worth reading.

Geoff Timmins's paper on the evolution of the two-up two-down house in 
Lancashire takes the study of working-class industrial housing a step forward. 
He shows that by the late nineteenth century two types coexisted: the 
traditional house with a single heated room at the front combining kitchen 
and living room and a newer design in which cooking was done in the back 
room, leaving the front heated and available for other purposes (formal late
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Victorian parlour or more flexible living room). He argues that the older type 
remained viable because it was cheaper to build and rent and because by-laws 
had been successful in raising building standards.

Angus Winchester's contribution is a pioneering sketch of the contrasts 
between three types oflandscape in the medieval county: 'field' in the Fylde 
and the south-west, 'wood' in a north-south belt up the centre, and 'forest' on 
the highest land. He uses apposite case studies built from documents, place- 
names, maps, and fieldwork. The essay extends to Lancashire the methods 
and models for medieval landscape history which Winchester has used 
brilliantly for Cumbria.

Paul Booth's narrower canvas is the township of Toxteth Park, near 
Liverpool, in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. He has re-examined the 
evidence for the accepted story of its evolution from medieval park via 
disafforestation to 'puritan republic', found some new sources, and is able to 
correct mistakes and dispel myths that have been repeated in secondary 
works. His essay still leaves Toxteth Park as an illuminating oddity.

The other four articles are more purely descriptive but no less enjoyable. 
Judith Swarbrick tackles the comparative history of manure and shows 
Lancashire at a disadvantage against industrial Flanders in the period 
1790-1860. Lancashire urban authorities, industrialists, and farmers mostly 
lagged far behind their Flemish counterparts, who had a sophisticated system 
for collecting, treating, and using human and animal wastes. Zoe Lawson has 
a more obviously attractive subject in the early history of Lancashire cycling 
clubs, adding local examples to a well-established national picture. In two 
slighter pieces Mary Higham considers the selection of places in Lancashire 
shown on the fourteenth-century Gough map of Great Britain, and Alan 
Crosby collects references to geese-keeping and stealing in Lancashire 
1550-1850.

University of Liverpool C. P. Lewis

'Of good and perfect remembrance': Bolton wills and inventories 1545 to 1600 (surnames 
A toM). [Bolton:] Bolton & District Family History Society, 1987. 212 pp. No 
price given. ISBN 0 951226 0 0.

S. McKenna and C. M. Nunn (eds), Stockport in the mid-seventeenth century 
(1660-1669). Stockport: Metropolitan Borough of Stockport for Stockport 
Historical Society, 1992. x + 77 pp. No price given. ISBN 0 905164 52 0.

Local history, like all other good things in life, is in three parts: the source 
materials, the analysis of those materials, and the consequent placing of the 
location under scrutiny into more general regional or national history. These 
publications, the product of two research groups, represent the first and 
second and have basically a single purpose the historical exploitation of data 
contained in local probate documents. There, they diverge. 'Of good and perfect 
remembrance' is a transcription of seventy-two wills and/or inventories, the first 
alphabetical half of a project scheduled for completion shortly. It is the work 
of twenty-seven transcribers and is supplemented by a glossary, a township
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map, and a personal name index, the forty-four testator surnames generating 
369 surnames in the texts themselves. Only three wills (of 1548, 1550, and 
1554) predate 1569.

The introduction points out that 'the transcripts have been done by 
amateur family historians and that it is inevitable that some errors will have 
arisen'. Having seen some of the original records, I think the same caveat 
would have been given by professionals, for this is a brave attempt to make 
available, for all users, the least legible of the main probate series preserved for 
the diocese of Chester. Errors discovered in the Record Society- of Lancashire 
and Cheshire indexes have been corrected.

This publication is greatly to be welcomed and emulated. For too long the 
field has been dominated by publications of inventories only (led by Steer's 
Essex in 1950). Now, although the main purpose of the working group was 
genealogical (there are no indexes of places or subjects), the wills themselves 
are made available to a much wider group of economic and social historians, 
in particular those interested in family relationships and local economic 
networks.

Stockport in the mid-seventeenth century (1660 1669) has its origins in a similar 
project by the Historic Stockport Research Group, which has transcribed all 
extant Stockport township wills at Chester before the nineteenth century. 
(This was rooted in a class run by Manchester University's Extra-Mural 
Department, whose demise leaves it among the many testaments to the 
department's encouragement of local history.) First fruits of their labours have 
already been published as volumes 124 and 131 of the Record Society of 
Lancashire and Cheshire: transcriptions of the Stockport probate records for 
1578-1619 and 1620 1650, edited by the eminences grises of this new volume. 
Within the framework taken by the Group (i.e. Stockport, and that particular 
decade), the majority (forty-four) of the probates which would form the next 
Record Society volume in that series have been analysed, and the book makes 
the reader eager for that to appear. Some 20% of adults buried in the period 
are represented. The material has also been collated with data from the parish 
register, the Court Leet, and hearth tax records.

The Group has tackled an admirably wide range of topics arising from the 
probate documents: bequests, literacy and education, occupations, housing 
(including a useful list of and chapter about inventories which detail 
rooms), the occupation of land, trading links with other towns (the most 
distant being in Gloucestershire and Buckinghamshire), with much material 
on shopkeepers as befits this small market town, proto-industrial activity 
(including textiles, farming, and hatting), and goods and chattels identified in 
the records. The position of women is also examined, not only as testators but 
also as victims of that odd phenomenon of eternal love in the human male, 
the desire to control the behaviour of one's wife after one's death. There are 
easily used tables giving the raw data, about the wills and from the 
inventories, and a list of charitable briefs.

There is again a down side. The name index is not quite complete, while 
the glossary includes some words quite unnecessarily ('bequest', 'hierarchy', 
'labourer', and 'grocer' are included) while 'inckle' (tape), occurring three 
times on p. 37, is omitted. There are some interesting remarks about the 
death-inventory interval, which could have been extended to that between
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the making of the will and the death or burial, two fifths being within a 
fortnight. Family size, completed or otherwise, is barely touched upon, despite 
the use of the parish register, and the sources listed seem meagre in relation to 
the secondary works available. Despite those reservations, the editors can be 
pleased with this production. Collating the work of so many researchers is no 
easy task, and they have done so with skill, with clever choice of illustration, 
and with so much detail in these few pages that the reader is brought close to 
the life of the Restoration community.

Manchester Metropolitan University C. D. Rodgers

Michael Nevell, A history and archaeology of Tameside: Tameside before 1066. 
Stalybridge: Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council with Greater 
Manchester Archaeological Unit, 1992. xi + 129 pp. 51 figures and plates. 
£9.95. ISBN 1 871324076.

The archaeologist with a brief to write a coherent chronological account of a 
relatively small geographical area in the North-West has a daunting task. It is 
doubly difficult when that area is neither historically nor geographically 
coherent but is a creature of the 1974 boundary changes, and when the 
material evidence over the chronological range varies from the scarce to the 
non-existent. Mike Nevell has risen to the challenge admirably to produce a 
model regional archaeological study.

Tameside is one of the easternmost of the ten metropolitan districts within 
Greater Manchester, bisected by the Tame and encompassing both lowland 
and upland on the western fringe of the Pennines. The borough measures 
only 10 km. north-south by 13 km., with Ashton close to the centre. 
Chronologically the volume spans 10,000 years or so, from the end of the last 
Ice Age to the Norman Conquest. In fact the title is unduly restrictive, for the 
scope is really the archaeology of the wider Mersey basin, a subject which the 
author studied for his Ph.D. The narrative makes use of the more extensive 
archaeological and palynological evidence from further afield to illuminate 
the study of this small block of territory. In common with much of the lowland 
North-West, the traditional tools of the archaeologist artefacts and recorded 
or excavated sites are sparse at best, although the upland is a little better 
served for the mesolithic period. The gazetteer, with its modest total of 81 sites 
or find spots, provides a measure of the meagre sources on which the study is 
based. Much of the land area has been lost to development over the last 
century and the strong antiquarian interest which rescued so much that came 
to light elsewhere has with a few notable exceptions been lacking. Undeterred, 
Nevell has approached his subject in the best tradition of the modern 
landscape archaeologist, drawing on a variety of evidence from several 
different disciplines place-name studies, historical sources, climate, and 
pollen analysis from the extensive surrounding wedands. What emerges from 
his detailed study is an essay in interpretation and reconstruction which 
demonstrates not only the richness but also the further potential of die region.

The intractable nature of the evidence had led to the widespread 
impression that the lowland North-West was something of an archaeological
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desert. As a result, it had suffered neglect until the rise of the regional 
archaeological units in the 1970s. This study highlights the rapid advances 
made in the last two decades in research in the region virtually half the 216 
references date from 1980 and later and demonstrates how the efforts of a 
small number of dedicated researchers can transform the understanding of 
the region's archaeology. Compilation of the study stimulated new fieldwork 
while re-examination of aerial photographs brought to light several new sites. 
Surveys have been undertaken to record prehistoric monuments, such as the 
cairns on Hollingworth moor, and small-scale problem-orientated excavation 
has attempted to resolve specific questions. The limitations of this approach 
are well known and it is not always successful, as in the attempt to confirm the 
date of the occupation deposits in Pym's Parlour (pp. 74-75), while the 
reliance on a single rather undiagnostic body sherd for the second-century 
A.D. dating for the infill of the inner ditch of the double-ditched enclosure at 
Werneth Low is rather risky given the problems of residuality.

Perhaps the strongest underlying theme which Nevell reaffirms is the 
growing realization of the distinctiveness of the North-West. The traditional 
period divisions reflect inadequately the archaeological evidence and there is 
a strong tendency towards conservatism in the region. Some of the principal 
cultural traits, for example the great ritual monuments of the neolithic or 
early Bronze Age metalwork, are rare or absent from the area, and dated sites 
from the wider region show a blurring of innovation and old technology 
across accepted chronological boundaries. Recognition of such patterns, 
however, has required intensive fieldwork allied with a mastery of disparate 
data and sources. That we are in a position to assess the conservatism of 
setdements from the late Iron Age to the Romano-British period, for example, 
is due in no small measure to NevelTs own work in identifying a population in 
the lowlands at that time.

The volume is attractively produced, with a valuable series of clear, three- 
colour maps and monochrome line drawings; a minor niggle is the slightly 
muddy appearance of the photographs. Typographical errors are very few; I 
noticed Millet for Millett (p. 70), Darvil for Darvill (pp. 47 and 121), and 
grubenhauser for Grubenhduser on p. 77. Nevell prefers the now-superseded 
Coritani for the Corieltauvi on fig. 5.14, the tribe located in the east 
Midlands. The text is supported by a gazetteer of sites and find spots, a 
detailed appendix of the place-names of the borough, and a comprehensive 
glossary of technical terms. It represents excellent value at under £10 and 
deserves a wide circulation among specialists and non-specialists alike. 
Tameside Metropolitan Borough is to be congratulated on its far-sighted 
funding of the series of three volumes; it has been fortunate indeed in its 
choice of chronicler. It is to be hoped that other metropolitan councils follow 
this excellent example, especially at a time when commercial pressures make 
it increasingly difficult for archaeologists to produce syntheses based on 
coherent research programmes.

Liverpool Museum (National Museums and
Galleries on Merseyside) Robert A. Philpott
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Michael Nevell, A history and archaeology of Tame side: Tameside 1066-1700. 
Stalybridge: Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council with Greater 
Manchester Archaeological Unit, 1991. ix + 155 pp. Price not given. ISBN 
1 871324025.

This volume represents an exceptional effort and quality of production for the 
price. The many maps, plans, graphs, and photographs are of good size and 
well captioned, with a text that is lucidly organized and clearly presented. The 
sources available are elaborated and evaluated in the first chapter. Three of 
the appendices contain transcripts of hitherto unpublished archive material. 
Sources for the medieval period in Tameside (as in so many locations) are 
uneven and the seventeenth-century parochial material appears thin but, 
given the limitations, there is much here for many interests. In view of the 
collaborative nature of the enterprise, notable use is made of standing 
buildings and excavated sites. Where available, recent work by others has been 
incorporated into the synthesis.

On a minor level, there is some regret that Sir Thomas de Assheton's 
license to practise alchemy is not enlarged upon, and that the building of 
Denton chapel in the early 1530s is not further examined in the light of 
impending religious issues at that time.

For an area that was not even in one pre-1974 county, nor in one hundred, 
and had complex ecclesiastical divisions this volume is a triumph over 1974 
administrative convenience, and should be appreciated by local historians. 
The residents of Tameside may have mixed feelings for their 'new' borough, 
but they are indeed fortunate in having such a thorough and handsome trio of 
history volumes. For those elsewhere in the North-West there is much of the 
wider context and regional development. Notwithstanding, the reader is still 
left with the question whether Tameside did actually exist with any inherent 
identity and unity in the medieval and early modern period.

Liverpool Institute of Higher Education Janet E. Hottinshead

Michael Nevell, A history and archaeology of Tameside: Tameside 1700-1930. 
Stalybridge: Tameside Metropolitan Borough Council with Greater 
Manchester Archaeological Unit, 1993. xi + 200 pp., 26 illustrations, 52 
figures & maps. £12.95. ISBN 1 871324 08 4.

The third volume in the History and archaeology of Tameside series deals with a 
period which witnessed a massive transformation in society, so that it is also by 
far and away the longest of the trilogy: Even so, it is far from a comprehensive 
history of the district. There is virtually nothing on social life or institutions; 
churches are accorded a few paragraphs and there are references to the 
provision of municipal services, but schools, policing, public houses, leisure 
and sporting facilities, voluntary organizations, and national and local politics, 
to name but a few topics at random, are conspicuous by their absence. But the 
book is not intended to be a modern-day equivalent of Pugh's parish history 
and it is probably more satisfying and coherent because of this. Michael 
Nevell has solved 'the problem of how to sift and order such a mountain of
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material' (p. 168) by focusing on a clear theme: 'the impact of industrialisation 
on what had been a largely rural society in an agriculturally marginal area of 
the North-West' and in particular its 'lasting impact on the landscape'.

After two opening chapters detailing the nature of the sources and 
providing a regionally-based overview of the period, the bulk of the book 
adopts a thematic approach, tracing the history of the district's industries over 
the whole period: textiles, hatting, agriculture, coal mining, and secondary 
industries (including engineering, building, and retailing). Each of these 
chapters operates at several levels, providing national and regional contexts, 
followed by a detailed examination of the industry in Tameside, and ending, 
whenever possible, with case studies and reference to any physical remains. 
The penultimate chapter deals with the infrastructure (transport and utilities) 
in a similar fashion. This approach is then abandoned in the final chapter in 
favour of a spatial analysis of the development of the various distinct 
communities which constitute present-day Tameside. Each of the chapters is 
meticulously footnoted, draws on a wide range of secondary works as well as 
an impressive array of primary material, and is well illustrated and supported 
by informative maps. In short, it is an impressive piece of scholarship and a 
fine publication. Michael Nevell, and all those who have helped him in this 
undertaking, including Tameside borough council who have published it, can 
feel proud of the achievement.

What use will it be, and to whom? According to the preface written by the 
council leader, the purpose of the book, and presumably the series as a whole, 
is to 'increase our knowledge and understanding of our heritage', providing 
'an important source of information for tourism initiatives in the Borough'. 
Whether what little remains of Tameside's industrial past will succeed in 
generating new economic growth based on leisure remains to be seen. What 
the book (and the series as a whole) may serve to do, as similarly celebratory 
town histories of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries were also 
intended to do, is instil and promote a sense of civic identity in an 
administrative district which did not exist before the reorganization of local 
government in 1974. Despite the title, Tameside as a social, economic, or 
political entity does not feature at all in the book. Rather it is the nine 
substantial settlements which were incorporated within it (Ashton, 
Audenshaw, Denton, Droylsden, Dukinfield, Hyde, Longdendale, Mossley, 
and Stalybridge) which occupy centre stage. Their contrasting specializations 
and fortunes bring home to the reader the importance of local topographical 
knowledge and the inherent danger of generalizing glibly about the 
experiences of 'cotton Lancashire' or, indeed, of assuming that administrative 
entities have ever corresponded to social or economic communities.

What is not in dispute, however, is that this book is what it set out to be: 'an 
essential source of reference on the area'. As such it deserves a wide 
readership, not only in Tameside but amongst regional and national 
historians.

University of Lancaster Michael Wmstanley


