
REVIEWS

J. Patrick Green, Norton Priory: the archaeology of a medieval religious house. 
Cambridge University Press. 1989. xii + 167 pp.. 101 figs. £35. ISBN 
0521 330548.

As monastic sites go that of the Augustinian priory at Norton cannot have 
looked particularly attractive in 1971 and the reasons for its exca-vation 
arose more from its being within the boundary of the new town of 
Runcorn, which wished to make the most of its past, than because it rated 
highly for apparent archaeological potential or historical interest. None 
of the priory's own records have been preserved and all that could be seen 
above the ground was a twelfth-century undercroft which had survived 
the demolition of the large eighteenth-century house on the site whose 
footings might be assumed to have destroyed much of the below-ground 
archaeology.

The priory was founded at Runcorn in 1115 by William fitz Nigel, 
baron of Halton, and moved the short distance to Norton in 1134. From 
the first it was reasonably well endowed by successive barons of Halton 
and then by the Buttons of Button and Weaverdale. They were presum 
ably amongst those interred in the earlier thirteenth-century north east 
chapel where many of the burials were in stone coffins. It is unfortunate 
that post-medieval landscaping in that area has lowered the ground 
surface so that there is now little evidence for the architectural form of 
what might be expected to be one of most highly decorated parts of the 
church. The absence of anything more than footings or robber trenches 
over most of the site means that the evolution of the buildings has been 
analysed in terms of their plan, but that evolution is complex and 
interesting. The original unaisled cruciform church was lengthened to 
both east and west in the thirteenth century but the rebuilding of the west 
claustral range in the late twelfth century anticipated the extension of the 
nave and was part of a general enlargement of the cloister, refectory and 
kitchen. Much of what was accomplished then was destroyed by a fire in 
1236 which probably spread from the kitchen to the church. Some of the 
best sculptural fragments from the excavations come from the rebuilding 
of the cloister following that fire, suggesting that it was a building of 
exceptional quality. None of the later work reached such heights 
although there are features of unusual interest, including the refiooring of 
the church with mosaic tiles made on the site in the early fourteenth
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century and the conversion of the cloister, which was rebuilt once more, 
into a water garden in the sixteenth century.

The Development Corporation has achieved its aim for, despite the 
relatively poor condition of the monastic remains, a large area has been 
excavated and much of it has been consolidated as an award-winning site 
museum. The excavations have revealed the church and claustral areas, 
which may be expected to produce the most displayable finds, and it is 
hoped that they will continue until the ancillary areas like the farmstead 
have been worked over. The architecture is unlikely to be spectacular but 
modern archaeological techniques can reveal a lot about the economy 
and life of the non-religious side of the house.

Norton Prion is not an excavation report, the reader will look in vain for 
descriptions of finds or drawn sections, nor is it a guide book. It is a 
well-illustrated descriptive history based on the archaeological evidence 
and supplemented by such documentary material as there is in indirect 
sources. It is an extended version of the type of introduction that could be 
found in many of the old DoE guidebooks to major monuments and for 
many readers it will tell them all that they wish to know. There is much to 
be said for this type of publication, especially when it is as well presented 
as it is here, but the specialist will still wish to see the evidence, whether 
it is for mosaic tiles, bell founding or architecture, and that will require a 
much more detailed record. Most of all the book is a tribute to its author 
who spent twelve years excavating Norton and creating the museum out 
of what he found. It is important that, having moved on to another post, 
he should set down his interpretation of the evidence.

Victoria Countv Historv A.P. Bases
, i ibci

Lorna Weatherill (ed.), The Account Book of Richard Latham, 1724-1767. 
Records of Social and Economic History, New Series, XV. Oxford 
University Press for the British Academy, 1990. xxxix + 283 pp. £30. 
ISBN 0 19 726092 6.

In many respects, this book, the latest in the British Academy's Records 
of Social and Economic History series, is most welcome. It gives very 
valuable information from the eighteenth century of a type not readily 
available to the historian: to quote the flyleaf of the book, 'a detailed view 
of household life and domestic economy in a stratum of society from 
which very few documents of any sort have survived'. In addition, this life 
and economy refers to south-west Lancashire, an area of great interest, 
but neglected by historians and scarcely mentioned in historical texts.

On 25 August 1723 Richard Latham, a Scarisbrick farmer, married 
Ann Barton at Ormskirk parish church. Scarisbrick, a large township 
within Ormskirk parish, was situated between the market town of 
Ormskirk and the coastal village of North Meols (now part of the seaside 
town of Southport). Within four months of his marriage, Richard had 
begun an account book which he kept meticulously until his death in
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1767. This listed all the expenses he and Ann incurred in running their 
farm, keeping their house, and raising their family of eight children. It 
covers everything from major items, such as forty pounds paid to Mr 
Scarisbrick in 1728 for a new lease, to a farthing for ink in 1731. The 
range of the entries gives a penetrating insight not only into the running 
of the farm, but also into all aspects of family life, including food and 
drink consumed; household goods used; clothes worn; schooling of the 
children; medical services available, such as the midwife, tooth-drawing, 
and blood-letting; interest paid on money borrowed; and visits to the fair 
and to see relations. A typical example of the sort of information given 
can be seen from the following example for April 1 724:

for 2 Ibs of butter [Is 5d]: piece of chees 5jd 1 10[J] 
for 2 Ibs of treacel 4d: 3 cups [lj]: spent 6d 0 11 [i]

al these cows bought the 23rd of April 
for one branded cow lor calf of James [L in/ 476

words omitted]
for one pide cow for calf of my sister Elin 315 0 
for one black cow not for calf £2 10s: one

twinter hefer £1 17s6d 47 [0] 
a dish 3d: [card] Id: bulling of cow the 22nd

April 0 8 
going to the Filde the 26th of April and

coming again the last of April 0 7
2 [hancks] Is 2d: flanel cloath 1| yards Nany 2 3i 
[for] tooth drawing 4d: spent lid: salt 2d:

cup Id 16

This edition gives the full text of the account book, preceded by a short 
introduction and followed by a full index. Unfortunately, it has serious 
deficiencies. First, the introduction is very disappointing. The back 
ground information is sketchy and based on limited sources and assump 
tions. There are inexplicable errors, such as the statement on p. xviii that 
Thomas Fleetwood's draining of Martin Mere after 1694 was successful. 
Another statement, on the same page, that 'There is no indication of 
exactly where Latham's farm was and how large it may have been', is also 
incorrect. Leases are extant for Richard Latham's father. Thomas, on 
which Richard is named as one of the 'lives in being'; and for his widow, 
Ann, taken out after his death. There is no evidence that any historian 
with local knowledge was consulted by the editor. This would have 
prevented a number of errors. For example, 'star matt' could never have 
become 'star malt' (p. 8). Not only is the word 'matt' very clear in the 
original, but to historians of the Lancashire coast it unquestionably refers 
to starr grass, or marram grass, used widely for making mats, baskets, 
and other household items. There are also numerous examples of local 
names being misinterpreted.

Some family details in the introduction are also inaccurate and 
misunderstood. For example, on p. 29 lines 25 and 26, for 1735, the words 
'our sister in law' are erroneously placed by the name Elin Taylor, when
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they in fact apply to Bety, mentioned on the next line. Thus the difficulty 
the editor has in understanding how Elin Taylor could be related to the 
Lathams (p. xvii) is one of her own making. She also inserts (after 'Bety') 
the name 'LathatrT, which does not occur in the original and may be 
incorrect, since both Richard Latham's wife's sister and his brother's wife 
were called Betty (p. 36 line 37).

From the examples already cited, it will be clear that there are 
deficiencies in the transcribed text of the account book itself. A careful 
comparison of a sample of the printed text with the original shows that 
there is an average of thirty-one errors per page on pages 3 to 7. Some of 
these are more serious than others, but since the text is likely to be 
quarried by generations of social and economic historians, it is disturbing 
that they might be using inaccurate data. On the extract for April 1724, 
given above, errors have been indicated by the use of square brackets.

On a happier note, the index, prepared from a computer concordance 
package, is very comprehensive and easy to use. It gives all the items, 
people and places for each year in the accounts, in alphabetical order, 
though it does, of course, replicate errors in the text.

It is not our intention in this review to belittle the effort taken by the 
editor and the publisher to produce a book of this type. It is a tremendous 
task to undertake, but it is also surely essential that the final result be as 
accurate as possible. A full review article, correcting major errors and 
giving a full background to Richard Latham, his family and his way of life 
in south-west Lancashire, will be submitted for this Society's Transactions 
in 1992.

Birkdale and Ainsdale Sylvia Harrop 
Historical Research Society Patricia Perrins

Peter Rowlands, Sir Oliver Lodge and the Liverpool Physical Society. Liverpool 
Historical Studies, no. 4. Liverpool University Press, 1990. 336 pp. £15 
(paper). ISBN 085323027 7.

Like many other Victorian scientists, Oliver Lodge divided his time 
between the laboratory and the public arena. He not only carried out 
extensive researches on radio waves, X-rays, the ether, and a dozen other 
topics of contemporary scientific importance, but he also wrote numerous 
popular works on science and his lectures frequently attracted very large 
audiences. He seemed equally at ease whether describing the details of 
his ether drag experiments or lecturing on the nature of matter or the 
immortality of the soul. His appearances spanned the learned members 
of the Royal Society, the diverse audience of the British Association and 
the earnest enquirers within the Society for Psychical Research. More 
over, he was a Fabian and a leading statesman of science, being the first 
Professor of Physics at Liverpool's University College and later the 
Principal of Birmingham University.

Despite his significant role in late Victorian and Edwardian science 
Lodge has not been well-served by historians. A mere handful of scholarly
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articles engage his work, while VV. P. Jolly's lightweight biography does 
not do justice to his scientific interests but perpetuates the view that 
Lodge is more important for his spiritualist interests than for his science. 
Peter Rowlands's new book is a significant addition to the literature, 
since he attempts the difficult task of tracing the main lines of Lodge's 
scientific career. The diversity of Lodge's interests makes him a fasci 
nating but ultimately unmanageable subject for a biographer, and 
Rowlands is certainly right in trying to limit the task by setting Lodge in 
the context of the Liverpool Physical Society, from its inception in 1889 
until his departure for Birmingham in 1900. Hence this book is not only 
an account of Lodge's life and work but also a history of the Physical 
Society based largely on its published and manuscript records. The book 
thereby adds a further case study to the increasing number of analyses of 
provincial Victorian scientific institutions.

Rowlands offers a persuasive picture of Lodge as viewed from within 
this small group of local scientists and amateurs, with whom he seems to 
have been on very congenial terms. They feted him as their mentor and 
frequently called on him to expound recent scientific innovations. For 
Lodge, the Society was a forum for trying out his own ideas before 
launching them before the Royal Society, the Royal Institution, or the 
British Association. For the historian, the Liverpool Physical Society 
provides a fascinating prism through which the main scientific issues of 
the day were refracted. Many theories and new discoveries were critically 
discussed by Lodge and the other members of the Society and we see how 
some innovations, such as X-rays, were rapidly taken up and extended by 
Liverpool scientists.

The author's focus on the Physical Society also enables him to show 
some of the connections between Lodge's science and his social context. 
Thus the Society was a locus where Lodge and other scientists met with 
patrons, such as George Holt and Louis Cohen, who helped support their 
scientific work. Similarly, in 1896 Lodge responded to the public excite 
ment over the discovery of X-rays by giving a public lecture and 
demonstration, which was attended by an audience of nearly 1,000. 
Again, when the Royal Society awarded him the prestigious Rumford 
Medal in 1898 the Lord Mayor of Liverpool held a civic banquet in his 
honour. However, following Lodge's move to Birmingham the Society- 
played a much smaller part in his life and in the last third of the book it 
does not substantially help in locating Lodge and his work.

Although Rowlands has made an impressive attempt to confront Lodge 
and his science, there are some significant limitations to this study. For 
example, the frequent use of long and undigested quotations from 
primary sources makes the book less than reader-friendly. There are 
many instances of documents of a page or two in length being quoted 
verbatim. Moreover, especially in these extensive quotations the reader 
will find great difficulty distinguishing the important from the trivial. 
Often issues raised in the text are not adequately analysed and their 
significance is left hanging. Thus, for example, the contrast between 
theoreticians and practical men is mentioned on several occasions but is 
treated as a self-obvious distinction. Yet the reader needs to know how



238 Reviews

this divide was drawn in Lodge's day, its social significance and its 
legitimatory function.

While the book contains a wealth of historical material, much of it 
previously unpublished, the lack of a critical historical perspective is very 
evident. Thus Rowlands's discussion of the Liverpool Physical Society 
makes little attempt to account for the Society and its fortunes within the 
context of the city's history or to compare it with other scientific 
organizations in Liverpool (such as the Literary and Philosophical 
Society) or in other provincial cities. Again, while Rowlands is very good 
at explaining what Lodge did in his science, he makes few attempts at 
explaining why he did it. What drove him and directed his science? How 
are we to interrelate Lodge's speculative visions with his empirical work? 
Why did he so often abandon a field just as his work was taking shape? 
Questions like these are rarely encountered but do become more evident 
in the final third of the book. Thus Rowlands offers some helpful 
analytical remarks on Lodge's persistent commitment to the ether and on 
the caution that needs to be exercised in interpreting Arthur Eddington's 
celebrated confirmation of Einstein's general theory of relativity.

Lodge once claimed that 'the most novel and surprising facts are 
discovered, not by the man of learning, . . . but by the light skirmisher or 
adventurous explorer'. Rowlands has ably fulfilled the role of 'the 
adventurous explorer'. His book should now encourage him, or some 
other author, to become 'the man of learning' and attempt a full-length 
biography of Lodge.

University of Leeds Geoffrev Cantor

Ruth Cowley, Neu-splan: Report of the Newsplan project in the north western 
region, September 1986-January 1990. The British Library, London, 1990. 
xxxviii + 306 pp. £30. ISBN 0 7123 0221 2.

The British Library Newspaper Library (B.L.N.L.) Newsplan project 
assesses the extent and standard of newspaper microfilming throughout 
Great Britain and the Republic of Ireland. This volume has been 
produced in conjunction with the Lancashire Bibliography and deals with 
the north west, which is here defined as pre-1974 Cheshire, pre-1974 
Lancashire except north of the sands, and the Isle of Man. It includes 
papers for places outside this region, but published from it, e.g. the 
Biddulph Chronicle, which was published from Congleton (it is unclear from 
the volume whether or not this is the only newspaper relating to 
Biddulph).

The volume provides a bibliography of all newspaper holdings within 
the region of newspapers published in it ('newspaper' is defined on pp. 
xvi, xvii). It does not list titles of which no copies were found, as the 
B.L.N.L. is to publish a full bibliography; a brief bibliography in this 
volume (pp. xxxi-xxxiii) includes newspaper bibliographies, relevant 
trade journals, newspaper histories, and technical advice and standards 
for microfilming. Some 185 repositories, including private collectors,
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were covered. More than 1,190 titles are given, listed by place of 
publication. Entries also specify dates of publication, whereabouts of 
newspaper files and microfilms; where they exist, indexes to collections 
have been noted. There is some description of the history of the 
publishing concerns. Comments are made on the state of the files and 
films, on access to them, on the quality of microfilming work carried out, 
and on the state of microfilm readers available at each repository to 
scholars; suggestions as to further action for preservation of files and film 
are offered, especially with reference to the B.L.N.L.'s holdings. There is 
an index of titles.

Bebington is misspelt (pp. 21-22), but the fact that the research for this 
volume identified 140 per cent more titles for the region than the 
B.L.N.L. listed (p. viii) suggests that it has been a thorough piece of work. 
Uncertainties, for example as to publication dates, are shared with 
readers, who can thus make their own judgements as to the existence or 
otherwise of a title, and perhaps carry out further research. This volume 
is a welcome and valuable piece of scholarship in its own right, as well as 
a finding aid and starting point for other scholars.

L niversity of Manchester C. B. Phillips


