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Angus J.L. Winchester, Landscape and Society in Medieval Cumbria. John 
Donald, Edinburgh, 1987, pp. x + 178, £20."

Dr. Winchester's book will be welcomed on two counts. First, it fills a gap 
in the literature on Cumbria, a region hitherto lacking a separate survey 
of its medieval history. Secondly, it helps to redress the current imba 
lance in our knowledge of the medieval English landscape, derived as it is 
largely from the work of scholars familiar with the southern and midland 
counties. This book, along with The Making of the English Village by Dr. 
Winchester's former research supervisor Dr. B.K. Roberts of Durham - 
published in the same year - strikes a blow for the north.

'Medieval Cumbria' is helpfully defined within the first few pages   in 
time as the period between the Norman Conquest and the reign of 
Elizabeth I, and in space as the old counties of Cumberland, Westmor 
land and Lancashire north of the Sands. Within these confines, there are 
several ways in which a discussion of landscape and society could be 
organised. A chronological approach would be possible: a chapter on the 
impact of the Normans, another on twelfth- and thirteenth-century 
expansion, another on fourteenth-century decline, and so on. Alterna 
tively, one might divide Cumbria into sub-regions and devote a chapter to 
each. Dr. Winchester chooses instead to examine discrete features in the 
landscape over the region as a whole. Thus, after a general introduction 
on the character of the medieval northern countryside, there are separate 
chapters on 'Lordship and Territory', 'Village and Farmstead', 'Farms 
and Fields', 'Moorland and Fell', 'Woodland and Water' and 'Rural 
Industry and Market Towns'. Given that the medieval rural economy 
involved the interdependence of these features, there are obvious dangers 
of overlap and repetition in separating them in this way. But to his great 
credit, Dr. Winchester arranges his material with consummate skill and 
discipline. His approach has clear advantages. On the one hand, parti 
cular aspects of the landscape can be analysed in some detail, with 
examples drawn from different parts of the region. On the other hand, the 
underlying forces - such as the fundamental contrasts between upland 
forests and lowland manors, the growth and decline of population, 
authoritarian planning by greater and lesser lords, late-medieval expan 
sion of the woollen industry, and the persistent insecurity of the Scottish 
border - are emphasised by their recurrence in one chapter after another. 
The author also wisely includes a brief chapter of'Conclusions', in which 
he draws threads together by summarising the environmental, social and 
economic factors which have played upon the Cumbrian landscape.
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For the local historian, there is the added bonus of the appendix. Here, 
the medieval landscapes of six townships in western Cumbria are 
reconstructed with a scholarship and lucidity which are tributes to Dr. 
Winchester's abilities as a researcher and a communicator. The more 
general reader will be grateful for the glossary of terms, some carrying a 
meaning peculiar to Cumbria, and also for the thirty-nine maps, clearly 
and expertly drawn by the author's wife and strategically placed within 
the text. It is presumably for reasons of clarity that labelled contours are 
omitted from all but five of the maps, although they might have been 
helpful in one or two other cases, such as in the general map of major 
physical divisions within the region. It is also regrettable that the 
publishers could not include a few photographs of the present-day 
landscape. As Dr. Winchester says, Cumbria is 'an area in which the 
medieval legacy in the landscape is considerable'; a visual demonstration 
that some of the farmsteads, field-boundaries-street-systems and even 
fisheries mentioned in the text can still be traced in the late-twentieth 
century would have reinforced the theme of continuity in the landscape 
and also enhanced the value of the book as a teaching aid.

However, for its treatment of some of the principal issues in medieval 
landscape study, this book scores highly. The second chapter includes a 
discussion of the development of the parochial system, in which the 
arrival of the Normans is seen (in places) as disruptive to a pattern which 
was already evolving. In the third chapter, there is a note of warning 
against too-ready acceptance of the theory that regular village plans in 
Cumbria originated in the late-eleventh and early-twelfth centuries. 
Plenty of data is also presented to show economic decline and retreat of 
settlement in the decades immediately before the Black Death, although 
the apparent conflict of evidence in a table showing peasant communities 
in Copeland Forest more numerous in 1334 than in 1322 deserves further 
exploration. The fourth chapter has a very useful definition of 'selfodes', 
landless lodgers at the bottom of the social scale, and also a valuable 
treatment of infield-outfield cultivation, evidently introduced to Cumbria 
in the late-medieval period. The fifth chapter demonstrates the impor 
tance in a pastoral economy of unenclosed waste: because of the 
comparative neglect of this topic in previous studies of medieval farming, 
the examples given here showing the management of common rights 
through complex regulation will surely be cited by agricultural historians 
for a long time to come. Subsequent chapters include discussion of the 
introduction of woodland-coppicing and of the origins of planted towns, 
which will similarly be required reading of any who attempt national 
surveys of these subjects in future.

Dr. Winchester is to be congratulated on having applied the skills of 
geographer and historian to such good effect. The result is an account 
which will bring medieval Cumbria alive even to those who have scant 
familiarity with its terrain. Since the book includes both 'Landscape' and 
'Society' in its title, it should perhaps be said that the arrangement and 
emphasis of material make this more of a landscape history of Cumbria 
than a social history. Yet the title is perfectly fair. Here as elsewhere, the 
meaning of the landscape lies in the people and institutions behind it: 
this book depicts that relationship admirably.

Chester College of Higher Education Graeme White
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John H.G. Archer, Art and Architecture in Victorian Manchester. Manchester 
'University Press, 1985, pp. 290 + 126 illustrations, paperback £11.95 
[received for review in 1987 - editors].

It will be generally agreed that the architecture of the Manchester region 
has been insufficiently studied. This book provides a welcome addition, 
with papers on the Royal Manchester Institution (Stuart MacDonald); 
the architecture of Sir Charles Barry - a reprint of a 1950 paper- (Marcus 
Whiffen); the architect Thomas Worthington (Anthony J. Pass); Man 
chester town hall (John Archer) and the John Rylands Library (John 
Maddison). Five papers deal with art; on art collections (Elizabeth 
Conran); the art treasures exhibition of 1857 (Ulrich Finke); Ford Madox 
Brown's murals for Manchester town hall (Julian Treuherz); the Whit- 
worth Art Gallery (Francis W. Hawcroft); and the Century Guild (Stuart 
Evans).

In reviewing a book of this kind for an Historic Society it is appropriate 
to ask how the work of architectural and art historians relates to the wider 
concerns of social and economic history, for although such studies are 
obviously valuable in their own right they tend to be isolated from the 
main stream of historical writing. It is a point which conies to mind in 
reading Archer's paper on Manchester town hall. Clearly civic ambition 
was, as he says, the driving force behind its building, and it goes without 
saying that he deals with its architectural conception and evolution very 
well. But what induced the council, composed, one supposes, of those 
hard-headed practical men on whom Manchester traditionally prided 
itself, to spend a considerable (but unspecified) amount of money on 
architectural display? No doubt they were impressed by the competition 
assessors' emphasis on the excellence of the plan and arrangements in 
which, as in the matter of cost, Waterhouse's surpassed the rest. 
Subsequent revision of the design improved both plan and architectural 
treatment yet it is the latter that receives nearly all the attention. But 
what exactly was the competition brief? Presumably civic administration 
had been scattered in several buildings and economies of scale and 
increased efficiency were expected. Some provision of rooms against 
future need was evidently specified because that was one of the six 
headings under which the assessors reported; how did the council 
envisage further enlargement of its responsibilities in the light of their 
dramatic growth since 1834? These matters are quite as important as 
civic ambition and need to be expounded.

It is the full discussion of its origins and progress that makes the 
account of the Royal Manchester Institution   both the building and 
institution - so interesting. About a decade after it began the close 
relation between art education, good design and commercial success was 
recognised by the Board of Trade (in 1837) and by Manchester a year 
later when a School of Design was set up. Conflicts over aims   whether it 
should be concerned with pure or applied art - soon destroyed tin- 
intended industrial connection, the Institution ceased to be effective in 
education, and presumably merchants continued to be dependent on 
Frenchmen and other outsiders for their designs. Why was it that 
commercial needs did not drive them to support the potentially fruitful 
ideas of the School's master, George Wallis, who forbade exact copying 
and organised design seminars? Enough members of the committee 
feared loss of the Board of Trade grant to compel adherence to a less 
enlightened copyist approach and so the opportunity was lost; was the
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majority visually as well as financially cramped in outlook? Here and 
elsewhere in the book the reader speculates about the attitudes of these 
successful men of business.

In the first half of the 19th century their taste ran, as Conran shows, to 
the collection of old masters, following the example set by the gentry in 
the late 18th century; then it turned to fashionable English painters. In 
both respects they were conventional. Only two men broke the mould. 
Their backgrounds were hardly propitious to advanced taste - CJ. 
Galloway built steam engines, Samuel Barlow was a partner in a bleach 
works - yet both were among the earliest buyers of French Impressionists 
and Barlow was a patron of the Manchester school of artists before they 
became accepted. Why were other business men so much more conven 
tional, to the extent that taste eventually fossilised (p. 80)? For all their 
regional pride they failed to nourish strong and distinctive local schools 
of artists or architects, as Pevsner's comments on the latter testify 
(Buildings of England, South Lancashire, 270-271). Patronage was theirs on an 
enormous scale and their ambitions were expressed by Thomas Worth- 
ington's vision of Manchester as 'the Florence of the 19th century' (p. 81) 
with its own style of architecture. It was fantasy. Perhaps the example of 
the landed gentry, whose ranks so many wished to join, produced 
imitative collecting and architectural taste as a prelude to industrial 
decline (cf. Martin J. Wiener, English Culture and the Decline of the Industrial 
Spirit). It would be nice to know what disposed Galloway and Barlow to 
adventurous purchases; to know whether their taste was in any way 
paralleled by innovative furnishings or the commissioning of unusual 
houses.

This is an interesting book, especially when it is approached from 
outside the closed world of architectural and art historians. In the third 
quarter of the 19th century Lancashire and Cheshire produced notable 
works in architectural history, some of it published in these Transactions. It 
is to be hoped that this and other books emanating principally from the 
Manchester School of Architecture will inspire some members of this 
Society to study, in relation to social history, the architecture of such 
towns as Warrington and Wigan, and preferably before all the old 
buildings have been pulled down. One small criticism of the book: notes 
on the contributors would have been helpful.

St. Albans J.T. Smith


